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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 


For the year ending March 1, 1884. 


Whole amount of taxes committed to F. 
H. Duncklee, Collector, 


Resident taxes, $4,704 O01 
Non-Resident taxes, 215 48 
Non-Resident Highway tax, 43 10 
Dog tax, 49 00 


$5,011 59 


eee $5,000, 59 


APPROPRIATED AS FOLLOWS. 


State tax, $1,152 00 
County tax, ‘ 878 83 
School tax, 1,305 76 
Town tax, : 1,675 00 


a ee 09 


STATEMENT OF STATE TREASURER. =~ - 


State tax of Francestown, 

Due your town Insurance tax, $52 50 
oS Me “ Railroad tax, 71 18 
oo ats Savines Bank tax, 1,123 00 
i « Literary Fund, 107 61 


$1,152 00 


————. $1,354 24 


Balance due town, 


(Ce eR 


$202 24 
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FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. | 
D. A. Colby, $95 98 


District No. 1, 
At aya sees WAN As bi b.d 14g 574 16 
f « 4, Moses Jellison, 181 18 
3 © 65, J. S. Manahan, 249 42 
33 “« 6, Geo. H. Richardson, 117 25 
ve mip ay Cia) eae Wad = ETN . 68 50 
ps po eh eon OMLLN: 58 70 
* « 10, Henry Fisher, aod 44 
«“ 612. M. A. Dane, 23 14 
Supt. School Committee, G. I. Pettee, 50 00 


SCHOOL TAX, 1883. 


NOW DUE. 

No. 1, $96 08 $11 OR 
iy B31 50.02 

tl ae oh OS. Gl 94 48 

se 2244-1 83 94 

2790, 2 OS BU 64 55 

ea Pe aie oh hee a 214 
Bey Biv. Moar LO 
“10, 383 44 
12) 238.14 

—_———$1,305 76 pas Te 

ROAD DAMAGE. 
Putnam and Whitfield, $15 00 


NOTES AND INTEREST. 


Mary C. Willard, $12 00 
Perley M. Sleeper, 6 00 
Pamelia C. Weston, 13 50 
L. Ann Weston, 6 00 


Amasa Downes, 235 26 


$1,451 77 


$256 14 


$15 00 


John P. Richardson, $12 00 


Wm. R. Sawyer, 12 00 
Mrs. William Patch, 641 40 
Hosea E. Dutton, 213 60 
Leonard Spalding, 60 00. 
Lucy Spalding, 60 00 
Julia M. Duncklee, 120 00 
—— $1,391 76 


SHEEP DAMAGE. 


George Whitfield, $4 50 
J. Willey Bryant, 15 00 
N. Russell & Son, 15 ‘75 


SUPPORT OF POOR OFF THE FARM. 
Paid Town of Hancock for support of A. 


J. Foote, $10 24 
S. D. Downes, wood for J. W. Burn- 
ham, 3 50 


BREAKING ROADS. 


D. A. Colby, $16 19 
George Whitfield, 10 35 
Nathan Langdell, 16 00 
George Kingsbury, 35 50 
Patrick M. Foote, He 4 
Elias E. Whitfield, 2 59 
Amos Whittemore, 17 62 
EK. W. Dodge, 35 56 
S. E. Stevens, 7 90 
N. D. Hopkins, 33 84 
Moses Jellison, : 5 10 
E. N. Hill, 10 19 
David H. Cochran, 11 10 


T. N. Wheelock, 14 40 


$35 25 


$13 «74 


8. L. Felch, 

Levi G. Putnam, 
L. H. Belcher, 
Thomas Averill, 
Alvin U. Avery, 
M. B. Fisher, 

N. O. Holt, 
Leonard Spalding, 
H. N. Whiting, 
W. P. Terren, 

F. B. Starrett, 
Frank Crosby, 

H. C. Morrill, 

C. N. Paige, 
Benj. Weston, 

C. F. Bailey, 

W. K. Follansbee, 
W. A. Lord, 
Frank P. Cram, 
J. F. Dancklee, 
M. H. Balch, 
Hosea E. Dutton, 
L. F. Atwood, 
Albert Dodge, 
Hiram Patch, 

J. G. Morse, 

B. F. Dutton, 
Edson H. Patch, 
J. Willey Bryant, 
T. E. Taylor, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Amasa Downes, Town Treasurer, 

L. F. Atwood, Town. Clerk, 

Henry Richardson, services as Selectman 
and Overseer of the Poor, 

Edson H. Patch, services as Selectman and 
Overseer of the Poor, 


— 
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pod, 
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on 
~]j 


— b> 
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1.50 
14 15 
14 47 
17.55 


$30 00 
30 00 


80 00 


100 00 


$459 18 
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George A. Duncklee, services as Selectman 
and Overseer of the Poor, 
Vose, Nutting and Wheelock, Supervisors 
of Check-list, March election, 1883, 
F. H. Duncklee, Collector of Taxes, 1882-3, 
Atwood and Woodbury, Auditors, 
G. W. Cummings, Moderator, March, 1883, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


James T. Bixby, library appropriation, 
Geo. I’. Pettee, town reports, 
S. H. Partridge, returning births and deaths, 


H.S. Hutchinson, “ Pa) ie: a 
apo He: Fisher, “ 66 66 66 
L. F. Atwood, r veer, | ; 


H. EK. Dutton, services on town farm, 

G. W. Cummings, surveyors’ and collectors’ 
books, 

I. E. Wilson. repairing’road scraper, 

Edson H. Patch, crow bounty, 

Geo. K. Wood, town history, 

Edson H. Patch, County tax, 

C. B. Gale, wood for library, 

G. F’. Pettee, interest on Woodbury Aine 

L. F. Atwood, repairing town house, 

Geo. C. Patten, town map, 

F. B. Morgan, order blanks, 

S. E. Stevens, services as sexton, 

R. Bradford & Co., oil and chimneys, 

D. W. Duneklee, public watering trough, 

H. W. Spalding, blacksmith work, 

Geo. F. Pettee, school notices, 

A. Downes, books, oil, etc., 

R. Bradford, balance account, 

RK. H. Patch, lighting street lamps, 

Geo. EH. Vose, expenses procuring salmon, 


$60 00 


18 00 
51 00 
3 00 
2 50 


$100 00 
25 48 
75 

9 50 
1 25 
1 00 
0 00 
4 25 
2 65 
15 00 
25 00 
878 83 
4 30 
60 00 
4 38 
15 00 
2 00 
40 00 
4 05 

3 00 
6 15 

1 85 
24 77 
1 42 
24 00 
Dd 00 


$374 50 
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Edson H. Patch, incidental expenses Select- 


men, $15 60 

F. H. Duncklee, non-resident tax worked, 21 26 

H. Richardson, blank check-lists, 2 00 

F. H. Duncklee, abatement 1882 taxes, 29 04 
$1,677 73 


EXTRA REPAIRS ON HIGHWAYS. 


N. D. Hopkins, stringers for bridge, $7 00 
Moses Jellison, extra labor, 12 82 
Alton W. Eaton, “ 26 62 
Alton W. Eaton, six stone bridges, 266 00 
Levi G. Putnam, stone bridge and extra 

work, 41 25 
Horace Belcher, extra labor, 3 75 
Thomas F. Foote, cutting bushes, 3800 
Edson H. Patch, extra work putting in © 

bridges, and cash paid out, 61 30 
Wn. P. Terren, extra work, 22 35 
Wm. R. Sawyer, “ % 8 35 
P. C. Kidder, « 6c 4 04 
Wm. H. Hopkins, “ « and stringers, 46 60 
Hiram Patch, bridge plank, 70 07 
R. A. Dutton, gravel, 3 00 
N. D. Hopkins, non-resident highway tax 

worked, 3 00 
C. H. White, non-resident highway tax 

worked, 2 80 
T. E. Taylor, oak stringers, 17 50 

$604 45 
Amount of disbursements, $6023 388 
STATEMENT. 

Amount of notes against the town Jan. 1, 

1884, $5,025 00 
School money due, 256 14 


——_——_ $5281 14 


Balance in the Treasury, $707 48 
Due on W. A. Lord’s 1881 tax-list, 11 79 
« « F.H.Duncklee’s 1882 “ 175 34 
AGU CE 6“ “ 1883 73 755 01 


Leaving the town in debt, 
Reduction of debt, 


HENRY RICHARDSON, 
EDSON H. PATCH, 
GEO. A. DUNKLEE, 


$1,649 62 
$3,631 52 
$617 21 


Selectmen of Francestown. 


Francestown, N. H., Feb. 26, 1884. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Balance in the treasury, Feb. 28, 1883, $1,346 61 


Rec'd of Wm, A. Lord, coll’r 1881, 
F. H. Dunklee, “ 1882-3, 4,7 


35 50 
53 21 


Interest on taxes, 1881-2-3, 17 30 
Selectmen from county, 325 00 
Balance state tax, 202 24 
Crow Bounty, 15 00 
F. H. Dunklee, dog tax, 36 00 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
PAID BY ORDER OF SELECTMEN. 

For support of schools, $1,451 77 
Notes and interest, 1,391 76 
Sheep damage, 35 25 
Road damage, 15 00 
Support of poor off the farm, 13 74 
Extra repairs on highways, 604 45 
Breaking roads, 459 18 
Miscellaneous, 1,677 73 
Town officers, 374 50 


$6,730 86. 


——— $6,023 48 


Balance in treasury, Feb. 26, 1884, 


$707 48 


AMASA DOWNES, Zveasurer. 
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The undersigned accountants of the town of Francestown, 
have this day examined the report of the Selectmen and town 
Treasurer, and find them correctly cast and duly vouched. 


J.T. WOODBURY, 


L. F, ATWOOD, X Auditors. 


February 26th, 1884. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


The Overseers of the Poor submit the following report. 


To cost of Farm, $2,664 38 

Interest on Farm, 159 86 

Amount of stock as appraised last year, 533 00 

Hay and fodder, 175 00 

Provisions and produce, 192 80 

Farming tools, 153 10 

Miscellaneous articles, 52 00 

Household furniture, 240 00 

Due H. E. Dutton, April 1, 1884, 390 00 
——-—— $4,520 14 


APPRAISAL OF PROPERTY FEB. 21, 1884. 


By Farm, . $2,664 38 
——— $2,664 38 
LIVE STOCK. 
1 horse, $75, 1 pair oxen, $175, $250 00 
6 cows, $240, 1 shoat, $15, 18 fowls, $9, 264 00 
— $514 00 


HAY AND FODDER. 


9 tons English hay, $135 00 
Lot straw and corn fodder, 25 00 
——_——- $160 00 


13 


PROVISIONS AND PRODUCE. 


100 bush. corn, $80, 10 bush. oats, $5, $85 00 
24 bush. wheat, $36, 90 bush. potatoes, | 
$31.50, | 67 50 
Beets, turnips and peas 3 25 
250 lbs. pork, $30, 150 lbs. ham, $17.50, 47 50 
50 lbs. salt beef, $3.50, fresh pork, $3, 6 50 
2 gals. boiled cider, $1, 8 gals. vinegar, $.60, 1 60 
60 gals. soap, $9, 28 doz. candles, $3, — 12 00 
6 lbs. butter, $1.50, 3 1-2 bush. beans, $10, 11 50 
2 bbls. flour, $14, 40 lbs. lard, $4.80, 18 80 
25 lbs. dried apple, $2, Jot salt, $1, 3 00 
12 lbs. sausage, 1 44 


FARMING TOOLS. 


1 ox cart and hay rig, $22, 7 plows, $17, 39 00 
2 stone drags, $3, 2 harrows, $2, 3 yokes, $5, 10 00 
2 wheelbarrows, $2, 1 cultivator, $3.50, 5 50 


1 sleigh, $8, 2 wagons, $100, 1 grindstone, 


$2 50, LORD 110 50 
Whiffletree and chain, $.50, 3 axes, $1, 3 ox 

sleds, $10, 11 50 
4 manure forks, $2, 4 hay forks, $2, 4 00 
2 shovels,$1, 3 drag rakes, 4 hand rakes,$1.75, 2 79 
4 wood saws, $1, beetle and wedges, $1, 

carpenter’s tools, $8, 10 00 
Scythes and snaths, $1.50, feed boxes, $1, 

shaving horse, $.50, 3 00 
Horse blankets, $.50, 2 harnesses, $380, 

wrenches, $.75, 31 25 
Curry comb and brush, $1, bags, sacks, etc.,$2, 3 00 
Hog tub and hook, $1, 2 iron bars, $1.50, 2 50 
Hoes and potato digger, $1, buffalo robe, $1, 2 

2 chains, $1.50, 3 50 


$208 09 


$236 50 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Sap fixtures, $25, lumber $6, 
Ladders, $2.50, butter tubs, $1.50, 
Ropes and dry casks, $4, 


Household furniture, 
Rec’d from county, 
‘Cash in agent’s hands, 


Loss to town, 


HOSEA E. DUTTON, Agent, 


In account with the Town. 


Cash on band Feb. 23, 1883, 


Received for calves, 
butter, 


maple sugar, 

fowls, 
wheat, 

work done off farm, 
pork, 

1 cow, 

breaking roads, 
eges, 


BILLS 

Paid for grinding grain, 

sawing lumber, 

grain, 

calves, 

beef, 

blacksmith work, 

clapboards, 

grass seed, 

phosphate, 


PAID. 


$31 00 
4 00 
4 00 


$240 00 
325 00 
7 10 


$39 00 


——_—— $4,444 07 


$115 55 


86 58 
91 28 


8 50 
7 50 
9 00 
3 90 
47 29 
40 00 
14 40 
9 70 


$76 O7 


$433 70 
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Paid for wagon, : $95 00 


threshing grain, 11 02 
Deering tax, 1 44 
1 cow, 35 00 
beans, 1 44 
oats, Bae 
tin ware, 76 
use of cattle, 3 00 
store goods out of town, 2 7) 
R. Bradford & Co., store bill, 48 72 
A. Downes, store bill, 80 44 


Balance in Agent’s hands, 


$426 60 
$7 10 


Number of persons supported at the Farm, five, at a loss to the 


town of $76.07. 


EDSON H. PATCH, 
GEO. A. DUNCKLEE, 


of 
the Poor. 


HENRY RICHARDSON, Overseers 


TOWN LIBRARY. 


-The Trustees of the Town Library respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report. 


PAID. 
Re-binding old books, $16 10 
New books purchased, 45 63 
Express bills, 1 75 
James T’. Bixby, by bal. on bookiaae® 5 00 
Librarian’s salary, 26 00 
Printing supplements, 4 00 
R. Bradford’s bill, oil, paper, ete., 4 51 
A. F. Gale, repairs on books, 3 50 
—— $106 49, 
CONTRA. 
Cash on hand March 1, 1883, $1 41 
Received of Town Treasurer, 100 00 
sd from fines, etc., 3 30. 
Balance due Trustees, 1 78 
——--——— $106 49 


Nearly ten thousand volumes have been charged upon the 
books of the Librarian during the past year, showing a large in- 
crease in the number of readers in town since our last report. 

The Trustees have purchased as many new books as the limited 
appropriation would reasonably allow, and venture to express a 
hope that means for a larger purchase in the future may be pro- 
vided at the next annual meeting of the town, in view of the 
greater demand for new books. 


SAMUEL, B. HODGE) ry, 


dey abag we Che ad 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


Law and usage demand that the Superintending School Com- 
mittee shall annually render an account of his stewardship te his 
fellow townsmen; and in attempting the delicate task of report- 
ing each school and teacher individually, we shall have no other 
motive, than the greatest good of the institutions which should 
be dear to every lover of law, order and prosperity. In our 
work the past year, we have labored under the disadvantage of 
not knowing the condition of our schools to much extent; but 
we have endeavored to be faithful to our trust by visiting, watch- 
ing over and advising both teacher and scholar, when in our 
opinion advice was necessary, and with what success our fellow- 
citizens must judge. 


DISTRICT No. 1. 
Agent, Danie A. CoLsy. Money drawn, $95.98. 


Summer term of 9.6 weeks, taught by Susan M. Dodge, a 
teacher of rare ability and experience. The scholars were punct- 
ual in attendance, and the teacher zealous that they should im- 
prove, consequently good progress was manifested. In reading 
and in some classes in arithmetic, no greater improvement was 
made in town. A certain tone or accent which pervaded the 
school at commencement was very much modified. Wages, $12 
ex. board; No. scholars, 18 — average, 12.7. 

Winter. Teacher, Ida L. King, of Bennington. At our first 
visit we predicted a pleasant and profitable term, and at the close 

2F 
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we were not a whit disappointed. Punctuality and adherence to 
the demands of the teacher insured success. Scholars, as might 
be expected, being most of them a long way from the school- 
house, were generally upon the roll of honor. We think this 
district fotunate in having so good teachers the past year. 
Wager, $15 ex. board; length of school, 10 weeks; No. scholars, 
16 — average, 15. 


DISTRICT No. 3. 
Agent, T. EH. Brxsy. Money drawn, $552. 


Primary. Emma A. Bradford, a native and resident of the 
district, a teacher of experierce and good repute, presided over 
some thirty “wee bits of things.” When the school was first 
visited it was evident that a teacher to succeed must be endowed 
with patience and endurance to attend to all the little hand-rais- 
ings and answering the very necessary (!) enquiries of the little 
score and a half. Miss B. was bound to succeed, and by her un- 
tiring efforts the close was reached with a good degree of progress. 
A special adaptation to the wants of the little ones is the “one 
thing needful” to success in a school like this. Length of school, 
8.4 weeks; wages, $28; No. scholars, 29 — average, 26. 

The Fall term of 10.6 weeks and the Winter term of nine 
weeks were taught by Emma 8S. McCoy. In the Fall term, not- 
withstanding the teacher labored faithfully and was highly cs- 
teemed by her pupils who made fair progress in their studies — 
the general government was not such as would commend itself to 
the lovers of system and good order, or even satisfy the hopes of 
the teacher. No. scholars, 33 — average, 29 1-2; wages, $28. 

Winter. Miss M. not being wanting in g%0d sense, seeing the 
little defects of the previous term, at once determined to com- 
menee aclean sheet, and it was wonderful what an entire metamor- 
phosing was brought about by this determination put in practice. 
‘The teacher being thuroughly qualified, left nothing undone by 
way of explanation or interesting her pupils, and the result was 
an excellent term of school, such an one as in point of order, 
promptness, interest and general character, none could fail to 
commend, The register looked somewhat shady, owing to some 
who only attended “till snow come” and others who were un- 
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able to attend the roll call by reason of sickness. No. scholars, 
24 — average, 16; wages, $28. 

Grammar. This school was under the charge of Mamie L. 
Epps the entire year, with the exception of some three weeks of 
the Fall term when it was necessary for Miss E. to be absent, and 
Clara C. Gutterson, of Milford, actel as substitute. The town 
as well as the district, knowing Miss Epps, no words of mine can 
add to the high rank she sustains as a teacher; she governs with 
a look, is thorough and an inventive genius in furnishing business 
for her pupils. Text books were in a great measure discarded and - 
their places filled by common-sense questions. Owing to the 
breaks in the school, change of teachers, etc., there was no exami- 
nation in the Fall; but the Summer and Winter examinations, by 
their varied exercises, life and thoroughness. could but convince 
all present of the profitableness of the school. Miss Gutterson 
came highly recommended as a teacher, and fally sustained that 
reputation, although to step into Miss E.’s shoes and fill the bill 
was a much more difficult task than it would have been had Miss 
Epps been less esteemed by her pupils. 

;‘Summer term, 8.8 weeks; No. scholars, 27 — average, 24. 

Fall ne A eK uh ih 30 Some Nas de 

Winter “ ME ys . 22 SO Aaae 

Wages, $34. 

Agreeable to a contract between the district and the Academy 
Corporation, thirty-three of the more advanced scholars were put 
under the charge of Prof. B. 8. Hurd of the Academy. That 
these pupils were under good discipline and well taught, we be- 
lieve, and if good results were not reached, the scholars themselves 
are only responsible. 


DISTRICT No. 4. 
Agent, Moszs JELLISON. Money drawn, $181.18. 


The Summer term of 9.1 weeks was taught by Susie M. Hen- 
derson, a native of the district and a beginner in the art. That a 
prophet is not without honor save in his own country, etc. had 
no application to this teacher. Miss H. possessing good executive 
ability and the faculty of imparting instruction so as to be under- 

stood, did well for the school. Should Miss H. make teaching her 
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business, with experience, she would rank high as a teacher. No. 
scholars, 16 — average, 15; wages, $16 per month. 

The Kall and Winter terms were taught by Julia A. Dodge, 
who by experience and special adaptation to the business, is de- 
servedly accounted an excellent teacher. Miss Dodge came to 
this school approv d by the parents and having the good will of 
her vupil-, and taught two very successful terms of school. Map 
drawing was here practised with much success. As a testimonial 
of their + steem for their teacher, Miss Dodge was pleasantly sur- 
prised upon the last morning of school by the presentation of a 
beautiful photograph album from her grateful pupils. 

Fall term, 11 weeks; No. scholars, 15 — average, 13; wages, $26. 
Winter “ 8 “  «& £6. ARB ES a epee TAs 8 5 BOO! 


DISTRICT No. 5. 
Agent, J. S. Mananan. Money drawn, $249.42. 


The agent of this district, with his usual adroitness, thought 
best to try a new Dodge (klla M.) for the Summer terms 
and with such perfect success did it work, the same Dodge was 
played the two succeeding terms. Notwithstanding it was a con- 
stant dodge the entire school year, there was not the first instance 
of dodging the demands of the teacher. This district which was 
formerly accounted stable in its population, has become one of the 
most changeable districts in town, two-thirds of the pupils attend- 
ing the Winter term not being residents of the district two years. 
Under the present management, this scnool has redeemed its 
good name and done a'good year’s work. We mark Miss D. for 
order, interesting her scholars and sound teaching among the No. 
ones. Such perfect order, prompt responses and amount of useful 
knowledge stored up in one school year, is not often our lot to 
wiiness. Secret of suceess— knowing how and doing it. That 
there are some smart scholars in No. 5 that show training 
and drill was plainly demonstrated at the examination of Winter 
term. The teacher while questioning a class of young ladies and 
gentlemen upon adding denominate numbers, asked what would 
be the sum of three horses and four horses; answer, seven horses. 
Of five doors and four windows; a silence—then one young lady 
of six summers promptly responded: “ Must change the windows 
to doors.” Length — Summer, 9; Fall, 7; Winter, 12 weeks.. 
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No. scholars Ist term, 15 — average, 12; wages, $26. 
3 reli 1 athe al . LO iden ec ao 
tg 40 Aga Bet Me nl Be OR 3) Lo cient er RO! 


DISTRICT. No. 6. 
Agent, Guo. H. Ricnarpson. Money drawn, 8117.20. 


Summer. Emma 8. McCoy, who had previously taught four 
terms in this district, teacher. No better scholar, n> better ex- 
pounder or more laborious teacher steps foot over the threshold 
of any of our district sc':oo!-houses. Scholars we e taught to 
know the certainty of the matter. Text books were of not so 
much account as general principles. The worst feature in this 
‘school, which by long continuance has become chronic, is a disease 
bordering on speechlessne:s; troublesome indeed when visitors 
are present. Length, 9 weeks; No. scholars, 11—average, 10 1-3; 
wages, $24 per month. ats 

Winter. Jennie E. Wassall, previously engaged in the schools 
in Illinois, was called to take charge of this school. This school 
is wanting neither in talent nor peculiarities. Classes in reading 
and spelling made good improvement. ‘I'he order was not quite 
up to the standard, the larger scholars not lending their teacher 
the aid so desirable. Length, 10 weeks; No. scholars, 12 — aver- 
ave, 11 1-2; wages, $24 per month. 


DISTRICT No. 7. 
Agent, EK. N. Hirt. Money drawn, #68 50. 


Summer. In this retired spot, Alice EK Morgan, of Fryeburg, 
Me., but almost a native of Francestown, was called to preside. 
This school was small in numbers and not far advanced, and not- 
withstanding this was her first school, she, by her good deeds, 
won many friends. Miss M. was interested in ber work and as a 
consequence a good degree of improvement was made and. satis- 
faction given. Length, 8 weeks; Nw. scholars, 8—average, 7 7-8; 
- wages, $8 per month ex. board. 

Ratt Term. Teacher, Mabel A. Morgan. Miss Alice having 
given such perfect satisfaction the previous term, it was hoped she 
would continue her labors in the Autumn, but failing so to do. 
she put in a substitute in the form of a sister, who made her place 
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fully good. The interest manifested by the teacher for the good 
of her little band and the reciprocal interest on the part of her 
pupils was truly commendable. Even in this little school, the 
teacher found enough to do. Employment was furnished. for all 
and no drones allowed within the hive, the result was a success. 
Length, 8 weeks; No. scholars, 7 —average, 5 9-10; wages, $10 
per month ex. board. 


DISTRICT No. 8. 
Agent, Gzo. O. Josxin. Money drawn, $58.17. 


The management of this school for Summer and Winter terms 
was entrusted to Emma A. Burnham, who by previous knowledge 
of the school, lost no time in organizing. To say that the chief 
aim of teacher and scholars was improvement, and that they well 
succeeded, was nothing more than what was proved to all present 
at the examinations. The excellent selections given by every 
scholar at the examination were rich in sentiment and well ren- 
dered. Summer school, 8 weeks; No. scholars, 5—average, 41-2. 
Winter, 12 weeks; No. scholars, 4 from Francestown and the 
goodly number 7 being reached by an addition of 3 from Green- 

field — average, 6 2-3; wages, $12 ex. board. 


- 


DISTRICT No. 10.— Union with Lyndeborough. 
Agent, Henry F. Fisner. Money drawn, $33.44. 


The Summer term of eight weeks was taught by Ann F. 
Langdell. A very quiet, orderly school which made very com- 
mendable progress. That the teacher had previously taught this 

school to general acceptance was the.battle half won. No. schol- 
ars, 10 —7 from F, 3 from LL. — average, 9; wages, $18. 

Winter. Julia L. Langdell, teacher. While we think the 
school made good improvement in reading and spelling and the 
teacher labored faithfully, we were sorry to notice a lack of energy | 
pervading the school, in answering of questions in manner and 
tone hard to be understood, which distracted much from the gen- 
eral appearance of the school. Length of school, 8 weeks 5. 
wages, $16; No scholars, 9— average, 8 —6 from F., 3 from L.. 
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DISTRICT No, 12.— Union with New Boston. 
Agent, M. A. Dane. Money drawn, $23.14. 


As Francestown furnished nothing but money towards the sup- 
port of this school, and knowing New Boston to be favored with 
an able Committee, this school was not visited by me until the 
close of-the Winter term, where I found Hattie L. Todd,. a good, 
thorough teacher, who evidently had done gocd work. 

Eva L, Sawyer, of Antrim, teacher of Summer term. Length 
of first term, 7 weeks; second term, 8 weeks; wages $12 and $13 
per month. For further particulars enquire of Chas. 8. Colburn, 
8S. S. Com., New Boston. 


From the foregoing, we deduce the following facts: number of 
visits by Superintending Committee, 51; number weeks public 
schooling the past year, 214 1-2, taught by 19 different teachers: 
varying in their labors from 3-to 28 weeks each; attended by 194 
scholars —106 boys and 88 girls, at a cost to the town in money 
of about $1,430, not estimating the care and anxiety, money paid 
for school, books, “bread and butter,” clothing and the other in- 
cidentals requisite for a scholar’s perfect outfit. 

Now for the problem: with this amount of time, labor and 
money, what has been accomplished? Our townsmen have a 
right to expect much, and we trust they are not disappointed... 
Judging from our experience in the past, we think the progress 
made in our schools the past year would not suffer by comparison 
with previous years. Asa whole, we deem the town to be ex- 
ceedingly fortunate in having so good a corps of teachers, teachers 
who were well versed in books, teachers endowed with 
common sense, possessing much general information, many 
of them teachers of experience, character and invention; teachers 
who were not afraid of work, and worked not merely for a few 
dollars and cents, but for the greatest good of those ent usted to 
their care. Several of our teachers have been retained the whole 
year, which, where they are good, is always advisable, it being a 
great saving of time in getting at work. And it would not be 
amiss for us to consider that nearly all our teachers were educated 
at Francestown Academy. Then how much of our success; our | 
intelligence and reputation do we owe to our old academy.’ To 
be sure, not everyone who has a good education, succeeds as a 
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teacher, for many who are thoroughly book-learned are blanks, 
because their knowledge is not available. Teachers are born, not 
made. 

“WOODBURY FUND.” 


From the interest of this fund ($60) ninety volumes of such 
books as we deemed best adapted to the varied grades of school 
children have been purchased and distributed among the scholars, 
agreeable to the will of the donor. As to the merits of these 
books we leave it for parents and children to decide With all 
the objections to the prize system, that the income of this $1,000 
fund for the last thirty years bringing in and scattering over town 
its 3,000 volumes, has been attended with the good results of aid- 
ing in forming a reading community, and thereby become a help 
in educating the mass, is our firm belief. 


SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


No change of note has occurred in the condition of our school- 
houses, with the exception of the enlargement of upper room, No. 
8, Which for a smad/ job was a great improvement. A little in- 
side repairs in Nos. 4, 6, 7 and 10 is greatly needed and would 
add much to the convenience and comfort of the occupants, and 
a little outlay upon the outside of No.7 would enable the passer- 
by to form a better opinion of its patrons. 

The lack of care of school property by Prudential Committees 
is sometimes the cause of depredations resulting in damage. 
Agents should see that the howses are kept in proper repair, and 
when school is not in session, see that the doors, windows and 
blinds, if they have any, are properly secured. 


TEXT BOOKS. 


Parents have been subjected to no unnecessary expense by the 
introduction of new text books. While we deem text books a 
necessity and we wish to keep pace with the times, if we can 
have teachers of the right stamp — live, progressive teachers, and 
a better supply ot tools with which to work, in the form of 
globes, maps. clocks, charts, books of reference and the like, of 
which we are rather destitute, and for which a small sum of 
money would be an excellent investment; we care but little for 
text books. 
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ATTENDANCE, 


The average attendance the year past we think quite good, but 
not quite what it should be. It is true some registers present 
rather a chequered appearance, but a large share of the “black 
marks” are accounted for by sickness and other equally good 
causes. We trust the day is past when for trifling reasons 
parents shall either require or allow their children to absent 
themselves from school, for the practice is pernicious; it not 
only destroys the scholar’s interest but is a hindrance to his 
associates. 

In order that reading and spelling, the most important branches 
taught in schools, should receive their full share of attention, we 
have from time to time furnished test-words by which to try their 
proficiency ; and as reading books after a few perusals become 
dry and uninteresting, supplementary reading from histories, 
magazines periodicals, newspapers, etc., have been substituted 
with gratifying results. 

As the means of acquiring a good education is placed within 
the reach of every child in town, and as this is almost the only 
boon which we can bequeath our children, should we not as 
parents and citizens who desire the weliare and prosperity of the 
community, now and in years to come, see to it that by no act of 
ours these institutions for moulding and making character, be 
allowed to suffer? And to this end, we call upon the citizens of 
our town to appropriate sufficient sums of money for furnishing 
ample school-houses and apparatus, and for paying good teachers; 
for public schools are cheaper than prisons and poor-houses. We 
ask of you, at your annual school meetings to select Prudential 
Committees who are interested in education, who will hire the 
best teachers, and when proved, retain them for successive terms. 
Committees who can say no when the good of the district re- 
qnires; Committees who deem other qualifications than living in 
the district and being their relative, necessary. 

And to teachers, we say yours is a noble work. Under your 
guidance children are forming habits enduring as life, habits which 
shall make them good law-loving, law-abiding citizens, or habits 
of idleness and want of self-respect which in after years shall 
work their ruin, and as no fact is more potent than that a person 
to succeed in any particular occupation, must have their heart in 
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the work. If you do not love the calling for something more than 
the stepping-stone to something better, leave the vocation and 
seek other employment for which your taste and qualifications 
better adapt you. 

As youth is the time when habits are formed, we fear the fact 
is too often overlooked that, “‘as is the boy, so is the man,” 
therefore parents and teachers should strive to inculcate habits 
of industry in their children, for idle persons Jike idle scholars are 
seldom happy; habits of punctuality, for this is a virtue and its 
opposite a curse, whether in the schoolboy entering school a few 
moments late distracting the attention and business'of the whole 
school, or in the same boy a little further on, becoming a man 
where he meets a business engagement at the eleventh hour or 
perhaps not at all, or in attending lecture or church, when, be- 
hind as usual he enters with a look and bearing signifying that he 
had done a very commendable act to favor them with his pres- 
ence at all; habits of honesty and uprightness, for a. person with 
a bad name is half hanged. Habits formed at school, be they 
good or bad, are likely to become fixed and even herditary, hence 
the importance of forming good ones. Situations for good ' 
honest men are open and at a premium. Let us strive to do our 
part towards filling them. In closing cur year’s service we would — 
thank citizens, parents, teachers and scholars for the aid they 
have rendered us, and the kindness and courtesy with which we 
have ever been treated. 

GEO. F. PETTEE, 


Superintending School Committee. 


FRaNcESTOWN, Feb. 25, 1884. 


27 


ROLL OF EONOR. 
Including the names of all pupils who have neither been absent 


nor tardy for one term: 
Flora L. Dutton, 

- Mary E. Dutton, 
Geo. B. Dutton, 
Clifton W. Eaton, 
Carlton C. Eaton, 
Edmund J, Silver, 
Clara B. Colby, 
Kila M. Colby, 
Gertrude Colby, 
Nellie M. Silver, 
Fred Dutton, 
James Silver, 

Eva Dutton, 
Mabel A. Colburn, 
Edith Woodbury, 
Mariha Newton, 
Josie E. Clark, 


Wilfred HW. Rowell, 


Jesse B. Vose, 


Ernest A. Batchelder, 
Allen W. Spalding, 


Nellie F. Sawyer, 


Annie B. Shattucix, 


Eva W. Smith, 
Katie Spalding, 
Sadie Duncklee, 
Alice A. Burton, 
Addie W. Downes, 
Grace E. Downes, 
Mary A. Downes, 
Alice A. Vose, 


Martha M. Woodbury, 
Mary M. Woodbury, 


Mamie E. Taylor, 
Levi M. Bixby, 
Ernest P. Bixby, 


Mamie L. Case, 
Mamie E, Lynch, 
Minnie L. Stevens, 
Hattie EK. Stevens, 
Dora M. Sargent, 
Emma J. Woodward, 
Freddie H. Bailey, 
Walter S. Bailey, 
Charles W. Jellison, 
Henry Lynch, 
Arthur W. Holt, 
Perley D. Holt, 
Perley Kidder, 
Eddie B. Starretts, 
C. Frank Stevens, 
Emma L, Pettee, 
Mamie A. Pettee, 
Georgie E. Pettee, 
Aiice D. Lynch, 
Mary Lynch, 

Fred F. Woodward, 
Bert 8. Woodward, 
Frank Lynch, 
Annie EK. Dutton, 
Addie M. Richardson, 
Kmma F. Richardson, 
Maude H. Sleeper, 
Alice 8. Tobie, 
Perley Sleeper, 
Lillie M. Davis, 
Mary C. Harvey, 
Etta Harvey, 
Charlie Hackett, 
Freddie A. Pettee, 
Jimmie Wilder, 
Mary EK. Hopkins, 


George D. Cummings, | 


Irving G. Farnum, 
Walter H. Spalding, 
Harry E. Vose, 
Jesse D. Woodbury, 
Cynthia M. Duncklee, 
Cora E. Morse, 
Jessie H. Shattuck, 
Cora F. Wood, 
John H. Batchelder, 
Frank L. Clark, 
Joseph F. Fitts, 
Bert Smith. 
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Annie E. Barrett, 
Willie C. Swinington, 
Daniel S. Barrett. 
Susie C. Albra, 
Ida S. Kidder, 
Myrtie M. Kidder, 
Willie F. Kidder, 
Rosa Nichols, 
Lizzie F. Wilson, 
Frank H. Colburn, 
Eddie T. Bixby, 
Marlin D. Farnum, 


NOT ABSENT OR TARDY FOR THE YEAR. 


Flora L. Dutton, 
Mary E. Dutton, 

Geo. b. Dutton, 
Clifton W. Eaton, 
Carlton C. Eaton, 
Edmund J. silver, 
Edith Woodbury, 
Martha M. Woodbury, 
Levi M. Bixby, 


Walter H. Spalding, 
Jesse D. Woodbury, 
Dora M. Sargent, 
Annie K. Dutton, 
Addie M. Richardson, 
Abbie 8. Tobie, 
Mary HK. Hopkins, 
Susie C. Albro, 
Ernest P. Bixby. 
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